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ENCYCLOPEDIA, f. n. (Philosophy). This word means the 1 

interrelation of all knowledge; it is made up of the Greek 
prefix en, in, and the noun kyklos, circle, and paideia, in
struction, science, knowledge. In truth, the aim of an en
cyclopedia is to collect all the knowledge scattered over the 
face of the earth, to present its general outlines and struc
ture to the men with whom we live, and to transmit this to 
those who will come after us, so that the work of past cen
turies may be useful to the following centuries, that our 
children, by becoming more educated, may at the same 
time become more virtuous and happier, and that we may 
not die without having deserved well of the human race. 

We have seen that our Encyclopedia could only have been 
the endeavor of a philosophical century; that this age has 
dawned, and that fame, while raising to immortality the 
names of those who will perfect man's knowledge in the 
future, will perhaps not disdain to remember our own 
names. We have been heartened by the ever so consol
ing and agreeable idea that people may speak to one an
other about us, too, when we shall no longer be alive; we 
have been encouraged by hearing from the mouths of a 
few of our contemporaries a certain voluptuous murmur 
that suggests what may be said of us by those happy and 
educated men in whose interests we have sacrificed our
selves, whom we esteem and whom we love, even though 
they have not yet been born. We have felt within ourselves 
the development of those seeds of emulation which have 
moved us to renounce the better part of ourselves to ac
complish our task, and which have ravished away into 
the void the few moments of our existence of which we 
are genuinely proud. Indeed, man reveals himself to his 
contemporaries and is seen by them for what he is: a pe
culiar mixture of sublime attributes and shameful weak
nesses. But our weaknesses follow our mortal remains 
into the tomb and disappear with them; the same earth 
covers them both, and there remains only the total result 
of our attributes immortalized in the monuments we raise 
to ourselves or in the memorials that we owe to public 

respect and gratitude-honors which a proper awareness 
of our own deserts enables us to enjoy in anticipation, 
an enjoyment that is as pure, as great, and as real as any 
other pleasure and in which there is nothing imaginary 
except, perhaps, the titles on which we base our preten
sions. Our own claims are deposited in the pages of this 
work, and posterity will judge them. 

I have said that it could only belong to a philosophical 
age to attempt an encyclopedia; and I have said this because 
such a work constantly demands more intellectual daring 
than is commonly found in ages of pusillanimous taste. 
All things must be examined, debated, investigated with
out exception and without regard for anyone's feelings .... 
We must ride roughshod over all these ancient puerilities, 
overturn the barriers that reason never erected, give back 
to the arts and sciences the liberty that is so precious to 
them .... We have for quite some time needed a reasoning 
age when men would no longer seek the rules in classical 
authors but in nature, when men would be conscious of 
what is false and true about so many arbitrary treatises 
on aesthetics: and I take the term treatise on aesthetics in 
its most general meaning, that of a system of given rules 
to which it is claimed that one must conform in any genre 
whatsoever in order to succeed. 

INTOLERANCE, f. n. (Ethics). It is generally understood 
that intolerance is a violent emotion inciting people to 
hate and persecute individuals with erroneous notions. 
For the sake of clarity let us first distinguish between ec
clesiastic and secular forms of intolerance. 

Ecclesiastic intolerance consists in regarding as false 
all other religions except one's own and in demonstrating 
or shouting this true religion from the rooftops without 
being stopped by any form of terror, sense of decency, or 
even the risk of death. This article will not be concerned 
with the particular heroism that created so many martyrs 
in the long history of the Church. 

Secular intolerance consists in breaking off all rela
tions with those people who have a different conception 
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and way of worshiping God and in persecuting them by 
all sorts of violent means. 

A few extracts from Holy Scripture, the Fathers of the 
Church, and various ecclesiastic councils will be sufficient 
to show that the intolerant person, according to the second 
definition, is an evil man, a bad Christian, a dangerous 
individual, a bad politician, and a bad citizen. 

Before we begin to quote from some of these most re- s 

spectable authorities, we must give credit to our Catholic 
theologians because several of them have endorsed the 
following opinions without any reservations. 

Tertullian 17 said (Apolog. ad Scapul): Humani juris et 
naturalis potestatis est unicuique quad putaverit, colere; nee alii 
obest aut prodest alterius religio. Sed nee religionis est cogere 
religionem quae sponte suscipi debeat, non vi; cum et hostiae ab 
animo lubenti expostulentur. 

This is what the weak and persecuted Christians 
pointed out to the idolaters who forced them to kneel at 
their altars. 

It is impious to expose religion to the odious charges 
of being tyrannical, severe, unjust, and unsociable, even 
with the intent of bringing back to the fold those people 
who have unfortunately strayed. 

The mind can only consent to what seems true, the 
heart can only love what appears good. Force will make a 
hypocrite out of a weak man, but a martyr out of a coura
geous one. Whether weak or courageous, he will feel the 
injustice of persecution and become indignant. 

Education, persuasion, and prayer are the only legiti- 10 

mate means of spreading religious faith. 
Any method that produces hatred, indignation, and 

contempt is impious . 
Any method that arouses the passions and supports 

selfish interests is impious. 
Any method that weakens the natural bonds of the 

family and alienates fathers from their children, brothers 
from brothers, and sisters from sisters is impious. 

Any method that would tend to stir up men, to arm 
nations, and to soak the earth with blood is impious. 

It is impious to want to impose laws upon man's con- 15 

science: this is a universal rule of conduct. People must be 
enlightened and not constrained. 

Men who are sincerely mistaken are to be pitied, 
never to be punished. 

Neither sincere nor dishonest men should be tor
mented: they should be abandoned to the judgment of God. 

If you break off all bonds of friendship with an in
dividual who is considered impious, then you will also 

17 Tertullian Second- and third-century Christian writer who, 
as a convert , became a teacher and later a hermit. He led a small 
band of Christians who left the church and founded their own 
sect. He wrote many treatises on morals and discipline and at
tacked his critics in his other works. 

Tertullian's Latin passage "It is a fundamental human right 
and a law of nature that any and every man should worship 
in accordance with his own views, for the beliefs of one are 
of no value to another. Moreover, it is not consistent with the 
essence of religious belief to force itself on anyone, for it should 
be received of one's own free will: even sacrificial victims are 
demanded in a pleasant manner." 

break off all ties with those people who are considered 
miserly, immodest, ambitious, irascible, and vicious. You 
will soon advise your friends to break off relations with 
these people, and three or four intolerant individuals will 
be sufficient to destroy an entire society. 

If you can pull out a hair from the head of a person 
who thinks differently than we do, then his head is also 
at your disposal, because there are no limits set for injus
tice. Either profit or fanaticism, the moment or the circum
stance will decide whether the greater or the lesser evil 
will be allowed. 

If a prince who is an unbeliever were to ask the mis- 20 

sionaries of an intolerant religion how they treat those who 
do not believe in their faith, they would have to acknowl
edge an odious thing, lie, or remain shamefully silent. 

What did Christ recommend to his disciples when he 
sent them among the Gentiles? Was it to kill or to die? Was 
it to persecute or to suffer? 

Saint Paul wrote to the Thessalonians: If someone 
should come among you proclaiming another Christ or another 
Holy Ghost and preaching another Gospel, you will suffer his 
presence.- Intolerant people! Is it in this fashion that you 
treat those who have nothing to propose, nothing to an
nounce, and nothing to preach? 

Furthermore, he wrote: Do not look on any man as an 
enemy because he does not share our views; only warn him as a 
brother. Intolerant people! Is this the way you act? 

If your opinions entitle you to hate me, why will not 
my opinions also entitle me to hate you? 

If you cry out that the truth is on your side, I will cry 25 

out as loudly that I have the truth on my side, but I will 
add: it does not matter who is mistaken, provided that 
there is peace among us. If I am blind, must you strike a 
blind person in the face? 

If an intolerant person were to explain clearly what 
he is, which corner of the earth would not be closed to 
him? And where is the sensible man who would dare to 
approach the country where this intolerant person lives? 

You can read in Origen, in Minutius Felix, and in the 
Fathers of the Church 18 during the first three centuries the 
following comments: Religion persuades, and does not com
mand. Man must have a free choice in the form of his worship; 
the persecutor causes his God to be hated; the persecutor slan
ders his own religion. Tell me if it was ignorance or decep
tion that created these maxims? 

In an intolerant state the prince would only be a tor
turer in the pay of the priest. The prince is the universal 
father of his subjects; and his apostolate is to make them 
all happy. 

18 Origen, Minutius Felix, and the Fathers of the Church Ori
gen, the third-century Greek Christian leader, wrote a book on 
the Old Testament, on prayer , and a strong defense of Christian
ity against pagan philosophers. Minutius Felix, better known as 
Minucius Felix, converted to Christianity in the third century. 
He wrote a dialogue between a Christian and a pagan in which 
the Christian defended his faith and refuted all the arguments 
of his adversary. The Fathers of the Church refers to the early 
Christian leaders and writers, including St. Augustine , St. 
Jerome, and St. Ambrose. 



If one had to proclaim a law in order to treat people 
in a severe manner, there would not be any tyrants. 

On some occasions we are as strongly persuaded by 30 

error as by truth. This fact can only be contested by those 
individuals who were never sincerely mistaken. 

If your truth ostracizes me, then my error that I take 
for the truth will likewise ostracize you. 

Stop being violent, or stop reproaching pagans and 
Muslims for their violence. 

Is it the spirit of God that moves you to hate your 
brother and preach hatred to your neighbor? 

Christ said: My kingdom is not of this world. And you, 
his disciple, you want to tyrannize the world! 

He said: I am gentle and lowly in heart. Are you gentle 35 

and lowly in heart? 
He said: Blessed are the meek, the peacemakers, and the 

merciful. Examine your conscience and see if you deserve 
this blessing; are you meek, peacemakers, and merciful? 

He said: I am the lamb who was led to the slaughter with
out complaining. And you are quite ready to take the butch
er's knife and cut the throat of the one for whom the blood 
of the lamb was shed. 

He said: When they persecute you, flee. And you chase 
those who will let you speak and who do not ask for any
thing more than to live peacefully by your side. 

He said: You would like me to send down the wrath of 
heaven upon your enemies; you do not know what spirit moves 
you. And I repeat for you His very words: intolerant peo
ple, you do not know what spirit moves you. 

Listen to Saint John: My children, love one another. 40 

Saint Athanasius: 19 If they persecute you, this alone is 
clear proof that they are neither pious nor do they fear God. It 
is the very nature of piety not to constrain but to persuade, in 
imitation of our Lord who allowed everyone the freedom to fol
low him. As for the devil, since he does not possess the truth, he 
comes with hatchets and axes. 

Saint John Chrysostom: 20 Jesus Christ asked his disciples 
if they also want to go away in peace, for this must be the atti
tude of the person who does not do violence to anyone. 

Salvien: 21 These men are deluded, but they do not know it. 
In our company they are mistaken, but with their own kind they 
are not mistaken. They consider themselves such good Catholics 
that they call us heretics. What they are in our eyes, we are in 
theirs. They are misguided but have good intentions. What will 
be their fate? Only the Great Judge knows. Until the final judg
ment He tolerates them. 

Saint Augustine: 22 Let those people abuse you, who know 
not how difficult it is to find the truth and not be deceived. Let 

19 St. Athanasius Fourth-century Greek theologian who 
became embroiled in many disputes in the early years of the 
church. His views eventually became orthodox. 
20 Saint John Chrysostom Fourth-century Syrian church leader. 
Called Chrysostom, or "Golden Mouth ," because of his sermons 
and preaching. Author of many homilies and commentaries. 
21 Salvien Salvianus, a fifth-century German priest who wrote 
books on Christian doctrines. 
22 Saint Augustine Fourth- and early-fifth-century Christian 
leader and author who formulated many orthodox positions 
and doctrines that still guide the Roman Catholic Church. 
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those people abuse you, who know not how extraordinary and 
painful it is to master the fantasms of the flesh. Let those people 
abuse you, who know not that it is necessary to moan and sigh 
to understand something from God. Let those people abuse you, 
who have not fallen into error. 

Saint Hilary: 23 You use constraint in a cause where only 45 

reason is necessary; you employ force where only understanding 
is necessary. 

The Constitutions of the Holy Pope Clement I: The 
Lord left to men the use of their free will, not punishing them 
with a temporal death but summoning them into the other world 
to account for their actions. 

The Fathers of a council of Toledo: Do no violence of 
any kind to people in order to lead them back to the faith, for God 
is merciful or severe to whomever He chooses. 

We could fill volumes with these frequently forgotten 
quotations from the Christians of our day. 

Saint Martin 24 repented his entire life for having 
communicated with the persecutors of heretics. 

All wise men have disapproved the violence commit- 50 

ted against the Samaritans by Emperor Justinian. 25 

Writers who have advised penal laws against disbe
lief have been detested. 

Recently the apologist of the Revocation of the Edict 
of Nantes 26 was considered a bloody creature with whom 
it was advisable not to share the same roof. 

Which is the true voice of humanity, the persecutor 
who strikes or the persecuted who moans? 

If an unbelieving prince has an undeniable right to 
demand obedience from his subject, does not an infidel 
subject have an undeniable right to demand the protec
tion of his prince? It is a reciprocal obligation. 

If the prince says that the infidel subject does not de- 55 

serve to live, is it not to be feared that the subject might 
say that the infidel prince does not deserve to rule? Intol
erant people, men of blood, see the consequences of your 
principles and shudder. Men of good will, whatever your 
beliefs, it is for you that I have collected these thoughts, 
and I beg you to meditate upon them. If you do so, then 
you will renounce an atrocious system that is not proper 
for an honest mind and a kind heart. 

Effect your own salvation. Pray for mine, and believe 
that everything that you allow yourself beyond this is an 
abominable injustice in the eyes of God and man. 

- (DIDEROT) 

23 Saint Hilary Fourth-century French church leader who wrote 
several works and a book of hymns. 
24 Saint Martin Fourth-century French prelate and leader of 
church. A protege of St. Hilary , he became a monk and founded 
a monastery. Patron saint of France. 
25 Emperor Justinian Sixth-century ruler of the Eastern Roman 
Empire whose armies conquered many lands. 
26 Revocation of the Edict of Nantes The Edict of Nantes of 
1598 guaranteed religious freedom to a group of French Protes
tants known as the Huguenots, but Louis XIV revoked the Edict 
in 1685. Many Huguenots left France and settled in other parts 
of Europe and the New World. 


