
ENGL 1001 Section 099 
(Instructor: Rei Asaba)  

Project 2: Written Text Analysis Assignment 
 
This assignment requires students to develop proficiency in rhetorical analysis by developing a writing piece 
that closely analyzes how one written text works.   
 
Find one opinion piece in New York Times which is related to the topic you chose for the major assignments, 
and analyze the rhetorical strategies used in the writing. The text should be relatively short so that you can 
analyze it in detail, no longer than 1500 words or so. 
 
The aim of your analysis is to support a claim about how a written text works—how your chosen written 
text itself offers a persuasive argument about a controversial issue, using the rhetorical tools of persuasion. 
More specifically, include the following in your analysis: 
 

1) A brief summary of the text you are analyzing: What is the author’s main argument? What context is 
the text written in (in which period it was written, who the author is, what larger conversation the text 
responds to, who the intended audience is, etc.)?  
 

2) Your main thesis: identify your analytical goal. In this assignment, your main thesis should be your 
claim about certain rhetorical techniques the author uses to achieve his/her purpose (persuade the 
reader with his/her argument) and their effectiveness.  

 
3) Support for your thesis: this is the main portion of your analytical paper. Pay attention to the details 

of the text and analyze the author’s use of rhetoric (how the author chooses particular words/ 
phrases, what the intended/achieved effects of those rhetorical choices are, and what the hidden 
assumptions behind them are) in a way that supports your main thesis. To do so, you have to quote 
a word/ phrase/ sentence/ passage from the text and unpack what it means/ what effect it creates 
multiple times. 
 

4) Conclusion: restate your thesis and/or explain what your analysis reveals about the text. 
 
 
*This assignment should be formatted according to MLA standards (which includes double spacing, 12 point 
font, and Times New Roman, etc.). 
 
--- 
20% of your Final Grade 
 
Word Count: Your final draft has to be 1200 words at the minimum. 
 
First draft due: October 1, 2020, at the beginning of the class period (Email your draft to your 
designated peer-review partners and me) 
 
Final draft due: October 6, 2020, at the beginning of the class period (Upload an electronic copy of your 
final draft in the Word format to the submission folder on Moodle) 
 
 
 
 

 


